Center For Conservation and Technical Studies 


Analytical Report 


Requested by: Michael Hodder Sample No.: A88.39 
Date Submitted; 3 Aug 1988 


Origin and Description of the Sample: Three copper coins 
Subject: Coins see below for identification 


firtist: Anon 
Qwner: Bowers and Marena 
Loan or Accession Now 1L-31456.1-3 


Reason For Analysis: To determine the surface structure by Laue back reflection 
diffractometery. 


Sampling Procedure: No samples taken. 


Location: Poe RS aye te CRN eh UO EO Me ee fa 
Photographs: 35 mm slides of selected sites 


Panidicablechn| Empl , 
Microscopy and Laue back reflection diffractometery. 


Results: KR-4O ex Kay [fe tose a (OMe 

George Ill, (Patterson sale #1028) ) 

Obverse: Laue #1 from worn surface on the head of George III shows a fine grained 
structure having two diffraction rings indicitive of Cu metal. 

Reverse: ( Reference to the figure in the upright position with shield.) 

Laue #2 was taken in the 1st quadrant at about 2 o'clock towards the edge. This site 
gives a Laue consisting of many small slightly elongated diffraction spots 
indicating cold working or striking. 

Laue #3 1st or 2nd Quadrant at about 3 o'clock near the truncated letter "L". This 
Laue shows the same fine grained structure as George's head on the obverse side and 
is in marked contrast to the site adjecent to it. 

Ans 1941.147.3 (Confederation 1785) 

Laue #1 Obverse: Worn surface on the shield. The Laue indicates a fine-grained 


a bs 


Results (Cont'd): 
structure with two diffraction rings indicating Cu metal. Careful examination 
suggests some concentration of the ring into elongated "spots" indicating a remnant 
distortation of the grains. 

Laue #2 Obverse: Area directly below the figure at 6 o'clock but in from the edge. 
This photo shows clear evidence of cold working or striking with the rings made up 
of small doubled elongated spots. There is evidence seen under the microscope at 
this site of a possible gold wash which however may be just corrosion sheen. This 
site should be checked with X-ray fluorescence for metal other than Cu. 

Laue # 3 Obverse: Towards the edge at 9 o'clock , the Laue reveals a structure 
similar to Laue site #2 indicating cold working or striking. 

Ans 1942.24.1 Obverse: Laue #1, The eagles head shows a fine grained structure 
with two diffraction rings indicating Cu metal. Rings are essentially complete. Laue 
#2 (Obverse) The background near the eagles head shows a fine-grained structure 
with a suggestion of elongated spots on the inner ring. 

Discussion: There are several conditions that can produce a fine-grained structure 
such as are revealed on these three coins. They include electrotyping, a rapidly 
chilled cast, sanding or filing the surface and rolling the metal. There are two and 
possibly three Laues that show some sort of distortion structure on the rings which 
indicate fine-grained structure. The only process that | know of that could produce 
this distorted structure and be consistant with the metallurgical history 
Conclusions: 

Discussion continued: of the coin is rolling. Rolling prior to striking can at least 
account for the features seen. However there is the problem of the George III coin 
that displays a fine grained structure on the worn head of Geo. but does not show any 
discontinuities along the ring structure. 

Visual observation seems to confirm the supposition that this is an overstruck coin. 
However it is difficult to understand how a second striking can produce a fine- 
grained structure 


Remarks: 


Cullity D B, in, Elements of X-Ray Diffraction, Addison Wesley (1965), see enclosed 
xeroxes shows the effect of rolling metal on the Laue pattern. The patterns seen on 
the coin described in this report could be explained by rolling. However it would be 
well worth while to undertake some experiments to duplicate the assumed process 
by which these coins were produced and to follow each step with Laues. 


Analyst; E. Farrell / Amy Snodgrass Date: 29 Aug. 1988 
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Ans 1941.147.3, Laue #1 





ANS 1941.147.3, Laue#f3 
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Ans 1942.24.1,Laue#2 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 





September 7, 1988 ‘< 
Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
Mra Donald G. Partrick (603) 569-5095 
1787 Veterans Highway Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Central Islip, New York 11722 
Dear Don: 


I have enclosed a photocopy of the report on the Ryder Richardson-40 specimen ex- 
Kagin/Patterson: 1028, from Harvard University's Center for Conservation and 
Technical Studies. The other two coins tested were Confederatios from the ANS 
collection. Photocopies of the Laue back-reflection photographs are also 
enclosed. 


The specimen of RR-40 that you sent me was visually examined here and its dies were 
compared with other early American coppers exhibiting the same dies in differing 
combinations. Following this inspection, the piece was sent to Harvard's Center 
for Conservation and Technical Studies, for examination of the surface structure 

of the piece by Laue back-reflection diffractometry, as well as under the polariz— 
ine ‘back-lit microscope. 


The reverse of the RR-40 is Breen-Bressett reverse L, which is known in combination 
with two Vermont obverses creating varieties RR-19 and RR-20. Reverse L was sunk 
with a complete border of saw-tooth denticles around, including the five-seven 
o'clock position beneath the date. On the Kagin/Patterson: 1028 specimen no 
denticles can be seen in that position, and there does not-appear to be enough 
space below the date and the semi-circular line representing the edge of the over- 
striking die to allow for the presence of denticles there. 


On this specimen, the semi-circular line that represents the die edge of the over- 
striking Vermont reverse L is raised above the surface of the host coin. Ina 
genuine off center overstrike the edge of the overstriking die will be impressed 
into the surface of the host coin. On this specimen the reversal of the expected 
surface cross-section is indicative of a transfer process. . 


Examination of the surface structure at three places by Laue back-reflection 
diffractometry revealed both fine grained and large grained crystalline structures. 
While the latter are suggestive of a struck coin, the former suggest a cast coin. 
It is anomalous to find both sorts of grain structure on the surface of the same 
coin. The results of this test are ambiguous; it is my opinion that the test 
results should be clearly indicative of either a struck or a cast coin. Therefore, 
in my opinion, the Laue x-ray diffraction test results are not characteristic of 

a’ struck coin. 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


, 


Mr. Donald Gs Partrick -2- September 7, 1988 


Examination by polarizing light microscopy revealed a surface composed of numerous 
oblate structures, resembling large grains, which in turn were composed of numerous 
fine grained crystals. Such surface characteristics are not typical, in my opinion, 
of a stfuck coig. 


Therefore, in my opinion this specimen is not a genuine RR-40 overstruck on a host 
coin (probably a worn Hibernia). Rather, it appears to be a cast taken from two 
prototypes, a Machin's Mills obverse and an off center Vermont reverse L. In the 
transfer process from prototype to mold the reverse impression was not properly 
taken, or was, perhaps, damaged, accounting for the lack of denticles below the 
date on this specimen. This is a statement of my personal opinion as to the 
authenticity of this piece; it does not represent the opinion of Auctions by Bowers 
and Merena, or either of the principals of that firm. 


Yours truly, 


‘a O eee 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director 
Research Department 


MJH/mkv 


Enclosure: 
As stated 


1 


\ 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 


October 5, 1988 





Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 
Mr. Eric P. Newman Fax line: (603) 569-5319 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St.) Lous, MO~.63105 


DearwEhrie: 


Enclosed is a copy of my letter to Don Partrick, which discusses the Vermont "RR-40" 
offered by Kagin's earlier this year. 


I did not feel the piece to be genuine, for the reasons outlined in the enclosure. 
Also enclosed is Harvard's somewhat nebulous technical report on the coin (called 
there the Geo. III coin), together with the comments on two of the A.N.S. Confederatio 
coppers. ANS 1942.24.1 is from the same mould as the Partrick Coliection specimen 
(1786 Heraldic eagle/1785 large circle) and both are cast counterfeits, in my opinion. 


ANS 1941.147.3 appears genuine to me. 


Should you learn anything from the source of the "RR-40" I will be grateful for any 
information you are at liberty to share with me. 


Sincerely, 


hl? 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director, Research Department 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


Enclosure: as stated 


MJH/clo 


P.S. John Ford has seen the "RR-40" and also feels it to be a cast counterfeit. 


Your friends in the rare coin business 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 6, 1988 


Mr. William Anton 
P. O. Box 588 
Lodi, NJ 07644 


Dear Bill: 


We have your letter mailed September 21, 1988 enclosing Lot 1028 

from Kagin's May 6-7, 1988 auction. You asked for our opinion 

for your customer and we thank you for your feeling about any opinion 
we can give. 


I would like for you to send me a written summary of all the data 
you have on the piece in question. Please include who consigned 
it to the auction, when it was found, and who identified it, what 
is its provenance, who bought it at the auction, if the $16,000 
was paid, if the consignor was paid, and any other things you know 
about it. 


You say that "some say it is double struck." Who are the "some" 
and are there any written or verbal opinions of others and what 


are they? 


If you know anyone else who has information about the piece, please 
give me their names and addresses. 


All of these matters will be helpful. 
My best to you. 
Sincerely, ae 
Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 12, 1988 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder, Director 
Research Department 

Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Mike: 


Thank you very much for your opinion as to Ryder 40. It think 
it is important for me to go to the Smithsonian Institution and 
look over their coin and I may have to do that. The situation 
is a fascinating problem and your cooperation is appreciated. 


va 


Pra 


Sipéerely, 


<_< 


ee 


rif PY Newman 


EPN:bv 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 17, 1988 


Mr. William Anton 
Woodcliff Investment Corp. 
F. 0. Box 5&6 

Lodi, NJ 07644 


Dear Bill: 


Your letter of October 10, 1988 with respect to our 10/6/88 request 
for information about the coin you sent for our opinion was das= 
appointing. 


We had already spoken to Smithsonian Institution and ordered a 
photographic enlargement of their Vermont 40, and told them that 
we would like to come there to examine it in connection with an 
opinion we were asked to give on the same variety of coin. The 
enlargement arrived today and I enclose a copy of the order. 


We did not plan on publishing any comment about the coin but did 
discuss it with others in connection with developing our opinion. 


We believe that you should ask the "owner" you plan to meet on 
October 21 to give us additional time to study the coin, as it 

is a very complex item on which to give an opinion. Facts and 
research are always needed to give a proper opinion. Your letter 
indicates that you are not giving us those facts which you may 
know so perhaps you may be restricted from giving them. 


If the owner you are meeting with will give you permission to furnish 
the facts or will furnish the facts that the owner knows, that 


would help. 


The extension of time and any facts you can give will be helpful. 


Sincefely yours, 


——— 


tee 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 26, 1988 


Mr. William Anton 
P. O. Box 588 
Lodi, NJ 07644 


Dear Bill: 


Working on the Ryder 40 you sent to us for our opinion requires 
substantial examination of other coins, assembly of data, and analysis 
of the facts. We are in the process of doing this. Remember that 

our work is without compensation and your check only covers minor 
expense. We are enclosing for you a photocopy of both sides of 

the Smithsonian Ryder 40 we ordered and hope that will help. I 

am disappointed not to be able to examine that specimen in Washington, 
as they will not send it out for examination. 


In our telephone conversation on October 10, 1988 you gave us one 

month to return the piece and that time is needed. It is not reasonable 
for you to ask for a favor and then ask us to return the item in 

the middle of the project. I feel the owner will understand. 


We feel you should tell us the name of the owner whom you describe 

as a book cover advertising owner and the name of one of your resources 
described as a retired dentist in England. You gave us other names. 

We are not commercial and so you should not worry about losing 

a customer or a resource. 


I am too committed to numismatics to undertake work with insufficient 
time or insufficient facts. 





Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


P.S. Your request for our cooperation as to other matters can 
be put on a later agenda. 
EPN 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 26, 1988 


Mr. William Anton 
P. O. Box 588 
Lodi, NJ 07644 


Dear Bill: 


Working on the Ryder 40 you sent to us for our opinion requires 
substantial examination of other coins, assembly of data, and analysis 
of the facts. We are in the process of doing this. Remember that 

our work is without compensation and your check only covers minor 
expense. We are enclosing for you a photocopy of both sides of 

the Smithsonian Ryder 40 we ordered and hope that..wiil help.” 2 

am disappointed not to be able to examine that specimen in Washington, 
as they will not send it out for examination. 


In our telephone conversation on October 10, 1988 you gave us one 

month to return the piece and that time is needed. It is not reasonable 
for you to ask for a favor and then ask us to return the item in 

the middle of the project. I feel the owner will understand. 


We feel you should tell us the name of the owner whom you describe 

as a book cover advertising owner and the name of one of your resources 
described as a retired dentist in England. You gave us other names. 

We are not commercial and so you should not worry about losing 

a customer or a resource. 


I am too committed to numismatics to undertake work with insufficient 


time or insufficient facts. 
sipceeely, 
Eric P. Newman 
EPN: bv 
P.S. Your request for our cooperation as to other matters can 


be put on a later agenda. 
EPN 
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Customer Name 
Organization or Firm 
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Telephone Number 
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TOTAL NUMBER Of PRINDS ANB/OR SLIDES 
TOTAL AMOUNT OF ORDER 
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“FOR PRINT SIZES OTHER THAN THE STANDARD SIZES (1.0. 4x5, 5x7 , 8x10) PLEASE ENTER THE 
APPROPRIATE SYMBOLS BELOW: 
Polaroid: POLAR Black & White Print: ASO for actus! size of object 
at For specific object imege enlargements use Instructions 
Color Work: SLIDE for 35mm color slide 
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, REFERENCE YOUR CHECK WITH NNC 13558076, 
AND MATL ALONG WITH ORDER AND COMPLETED PART IIT TO NATIONAL NUMISMATIC COLLECT ION-—————— 





iY, 


PRICE LIST 


Professional Polaroid Prints 


Image Area Single Exposure Double Exposure 
Black & White 2 7/8" x 3 3/4" $2.00 $3.00 
Only Ste eo ee $4.00 $5.00 


Orders usually are completed and in mail within 2 days. 


Black & White Prints from Negatives 


Size of Print Price 
04 x 05 $6.00 
05 x 07 $7.00 
08 x 10 $8.00 


Additional print from same negative $2.00 


Please request "actual-size-of-object" image or specify size of 
enlarged image in instructions. 


Prints are fixed, but may not meet strict archival standards; 
Orders usually are completed and in mail within 3 weeks. 

35MM Color Slides 

Slide produced through original photography: $4.00 


Slide produced through duplication: $3.00 each for 1 to 10 slides 
$2.00 each for 11 or more 


Minimum order of two(2) slides required. 


Orders usually are completed and in mail within 2 weeks. 
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REPRODUCTION PERMISSION 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
NATIONAL NUMISMATIC COLLECTION 
PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICES 
ROOM 4000, NMAH 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560 


Please complete Section A, sign, and return the original and one copy of this form 
to the National Numismatic Collection. When countersigned, one copy will be 
returned to you. 







SECTION A - Customer completes From: 











(Name of Person or Organization) 
v)_ The photepr agente, atechelsctUGti"Usea“utURolt sBecdebetpeeaselearet Ube sat basal BR Oc" 
c 


Institution's Nethonel Numismatic Collection. (Che appropriate 


) Permission Is herewith requested to use the pee eres photographic materials from the 
Smithsonian Institution's Netional Numismatic Collection: (Please fill out the following:) 


WNC PHOTO NUMBER DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT 





Co 






ea ee 


ee 


For Publication in: 
(litle of Publication) (Edition) 


Eyps of publication or other use: 
Estimated date of publication: 


AUTHOR PUBLISHER 
ADORESS ADDRESS 

CITY & STATE 1yP CITY & STATE TIP 
COUNTRY TELEPHONE COUNTRY TELEPHONE 































Permission is gee enly to the extent of the Saithsonien Institution's ownership of the 
cimis relating to the request. Cortaia ge aay Be ecorecies by seertiets trademark, or celated 
Interests not owned by the Institution. The responsibility for ascertaining whether eny such rights 
exist, and for obtaining all necessary permissions remains with the spplicaat. 


SIGNED TITLE 
ORGANIZATION 


ADDRESS CITY & STATE uP 
DATE SIGHED TELEPHONE 


i 











UNE EEEEEEEE 


SECTION B - Permission is granted to the above for the described use. Permission 
is for one-time use only. 
RESTRICTIONS ON USE 
CREDIT LINE: SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, NATIONAL NUMISMATIC COLLECTION PHOTO 
APPROVED OATE 
Elvira Clain-Stefanelli, Executive Director, NNC 
















***°*Please forward one copy of the peblication without charge to the Wations] Muaisastic Collection 
for use in its library. 
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NATIONAL NUMISMATIC COLLECTION 
PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICES 





I. Order Form 
Ie Brices 
111. Reproduction Permission 





Mail order to: 


Charles Edwin Rand 
The National Numismatic Collection 
Room 4000, National Museum of American History 
12th & Constitution, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20560 


(202) 357-1798 


0 


N 


From the Desk of... 
GU occel? Siceunee one 
re iceman ge 
ha 1 (201) 327-1141 
y tlh po PaUbEY 
) od ae yh yi oy Yo ya 
eo oh . os wom 4 
oF, 


ped iy oom f vod aoe ‘J 


From the Desk of... 


LODI, NEW JERSEY 07644 
(201) 327-1141 


Ln 
tht the = eee 
j Lobeg ot Gy gon < y) 


Lt Lo 


pr, AR [Le 


AYE 





Te te oo, cr a Wary Je eet 
He herleafe ANint % Afied BP Za x2ntt- 
of Abar OineY ee oa. els, 


gad prerr her AX¥fghg we aa 

pe Ge, 
Ab pac OG lm ae, a 
Ah yet Kang a 


aid On he, J fons goth et 


, 
Be Haw Ae. ee 7 desc 


JOO Gp Reel“ a 
het tf Liglord- a 
pene ee’ Wey. -ag 


if ¢ 
preantet alo . a bi 
a ee 6 ee 
zh k y if a ee 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
November 9, 1988 


Registered Return Receipt 


Mr. William Anton 
Woodcliff Investment Corp. 
Pp. OJ Boxiges 

Lodi, NJ 07644 


Dear Bill: 


An opinion as to the authenticity of a submitted copper coin now known 
as either Vermont Ryder Richardson #40 or Vlack 13-88VT(A) was requested 
in your letter to us mailed September 21, 1988. The variety on its 
obverse contains the legend GEORGIVS:III-REX with head facing right 

and on its reverse INDE ET LIB and 1788 with a seated figure facing 
left. This variety is a muling of prior published dies. 


The first numismatic description of this variety was disclosed by 

Ron Guth in the Colonial Newsletter for May 1986 (p. 959) after examining 
it in the National Numismatic Collection at the Smithsonian Institution 
in Washington, D.C. I do not know whether or not Butch Vosloh of 

the Smithsonian staff first noticed the variety. 


The submitted piece was consigned by you to be auctioned at the May 
6-7, 1988 Kagin's Numismatics, Inc. sale in San Diego, CA. It was 
publicized in NUMISMATIC NEWS on March 22, 1988 and there illustrated 
and was said to have been recently discovered amongst a mixed lot 

of counterfeit halfpence shipped to you from England. It received 
other publicity also. It was described and illustrated as Lot 1028 
in the sale and was considered genuine by the catalogers. It was 

bid up to $16,000 and sold to a New York collector conditioned on 
genuineness. It was subsequently returned by that collector to Kagin's 
as a not genuine, the decision being based on one or more opinions 

of other than ourselves. It was then returned to you as consignor 
and sold on an as-is basis for $2500 to another person. 


The submitted coin weighs 7.02 grams and has a specific gravity of 

8.77. The Smithsonian coin weighs 7.383 grams, but its specific gravity 
is not available to us at this time. Bothpieces are 180 degrees offset 
if turned on the vertical axis. 


The submitted coin differs from the Smithsonian coin in that the submitted 
coin appears to be an overstrike on a counterfeit British halfpence, 
whereas the Smithsonian example does not show any undercoin whatever. 

Our knowledge of the Smithsonian example has only been through enlarged 
photographic prints ordered by us, but it has not been personally 

examined by us. We have no information as to its specific gravity 

or whether it is genuine, an electro, a cast or otherwise. We assume 

it is genuine, but it has no pedigree. 


In the striking of a coin over a previously struck coin, it is to 

be noted that the undercoin already has a raised design and the die 
used to strike over it would have an incused design. The overstriking 
die thus produces another raised surface on the undercoin and deforms 
the undercoin design and lettering to a substantial extent. If the 
die used for the overstriking is smaller than the undercoin or if 

the overstriking is off center, the perimeter of the overstriking 

die will leave a circular depression on the surface of the undercoin. 
If the die for overstriking was larger than the undercoin and not 
applied off center, the perimeter of the overstriking die would not 
show on the undercoin. 


The top design and the design of the undercoin of the submitted coin 
are more or less in register on both sides, which is an odd coincidence. 
The top of the head and the top leaf of the obverse of the undercoin 
show above the top of the head and the top leaf of the top design. 

The curls on the obverse of the undercoin still show above the ribbon 
‘bow on the top design and to the right of the ends of that bow. 


There is a raised lump under the S of GEORGIVS on the line of the 
back of the head of the undercoin. This is part of the bottom of the 
S of the overstruck design. The drop-off at its outside portion is 
unnatural for a striking. 


The letters BRIT on the reverse of the undercoin are visible at 7-8 
o'clock, the R and the lower part of the B being easier to see. The 
letters IA of the undercoin are at 2-2:30 o'clock on the reverse and 
the upper right side of the shield of the undercoin shows an outline 
passing through to the top of the L in LIB of the top design. On 
the obverse of both the top design and the undercoin parts of REX 
show, the area being heavily pocked. 


The I in LIB and the final 8 in the date on the reverse of the submitted 
coin are clean and perfect. On the Smithsonian example the lower 

part of the I shows a die break as does the last 8. In the Bressett 
plates for Vermont pieces and on other coins examined the reverse 

shows an unbroken I in LIB and an unbroken 8. 


The S in GEORGIVS is thicker at the top portion of the submitted coin 
when compared to the Smithsonian coin because the S in the submitted 

coin is on the undercoin and the S in the obverse of the Smithsonian 

coin is the overstruck design. 


The second G in GEORGIVS is not distinct on the top design and the 
elements which do show were apparently distorted by accidental disturbance 
in production. This is because the left letters of GEORGIVS are from 

the overstriking design and the right letters are from the undercoin 
design, thus accounting for this blurred situation. 


On the reverse of the submitted piece the perimeter of the die of 

the overcoin is raised above the field of the undercoin at 1-2 o'clock 
and at 3-6 o'clock, and on the obverse it is raised at 11:30-2 o'clock. 
Porosity is at 10 o'clock on the obverse and at 7 o'clock on the reverse. 
There is additional porosity at 3-5 o'clock on the obverse and 2-3 
o'clock on the reverse. The facial expression on the overcoin obverse 

is smooth and clear but the lettering is substantially pockmarked. 

There are heavy obverse dents on the bodice, the shirt and over the 

L of LIB on the reverse. The outside areas of the submitted coin 

are much more granular than the center parts. 


The edge of the submitted coin is very raw and red with black lumps 
and dents as well as some smoothed file marks. The edge is also pocked. 
These conditions signal caution. 


The undercoin, being a counterfeit halfpence, could well have been 
originally produced in the eighteenth century either by striking or 

by casting and therefore the granulation near the borders and not 

in the center cannot be relied upon as being diagnostic of genuineness. 


The fact that the perimeter of the overstriking die is raised above 
the surface of the undercoin is diagnostic of the use of a casting 
process because the final design was always die struck at Machin's 
Mills, whether it was used in striking a rolled flat planchet or an 
undercoin as a planchet. 


There are two ways of making a cast reproduction of a coin which is 
struck over an undercoin. One is to press each side of a previously 
overstruck coin into a separate soft mold. The second is to press 
one side of an undercoin into a soft mold, then remove the undercoin 
and press the coin with the top design into the same soft mold. This 
would be done for each face separately and then the molds would be 
carefully combined for a centrifugal casting. In making the molds, 
when the coin with the top design for each face would be pressed into 
the mold, its perimeter would become a depression into the face of 
each mold. The casting from such a pair of molds would result in 
raised die perimeters. There is no way in which an overstriking die 
could leave a raised perimeter of an overstriking die on an undercoin. 
Thus, a raised perimeter means that the undercoin design and the top 
design were the result of a molding process. 


The obverse of a coin with the top design used to make an obverse 
mold could have been a Vlack variety 13 obverse. The top design on 
the reverse used to make a reverse mold could have been a Vermont 
reverse of Bressett variety L. This might account for the earlier 
state of the I IN LIB in Vermont variety L being different from the 
broken state of the I in the LIB in the Smithsonian example. 


The coloring of the submitted coin is uneven and unnatural near the 

raw parts. This is sometimes due to the thinness and instability 

of modern copper recoloring chemicals rather than from circulation 

or handling of a naturally darkened copper coin. This observation 

alone is not sufficient to draw a conclusion but merely raises a cautionary 
flag. 


No conclusion of forgery can be specifically drawn from the fact that 
the 1986 publication of the discovery of the new muling could have 
stimulated a forgery being cast from other coins having identical 
dies, but this possibility must be noted. 


The specific gravity of 8.77 is slightly low, but normal coinage of 
this sort could have air pockets or adulterants to cause this problem. 
However, suspicion of casting cannot be eliminated in such a situation. 


No conclusion of forgery can be positively reached from the assertion 
that the submitted piece, being American made, found its way into 

a group of English counterfeit halfpence in England. Batty in the 
nineteenth century formed a collection in England of 35,000 different 
copper pieces and in it he had a few examples of American struck pieces 
but he did not have any muling like the submitted piece or most of 

the other American made counterfeit halfpence. 


The conclusion therefore is that the submitted coin is a cast forgery 
from molds made up by using a Vermont variety L reverse, a Machin's 
Mills variety 13 obverse, and an eighteenth century counterfeit halfpence. 


Certain obtainable information as to source data of the submitted 
piece was not made available to us and an opportunity to examine the 
Smithsonian example was not arranged for. No metallic examination 
was undertaken using penetrating rays of various types. 


Any unclear or incorrect statements in this opinion will be gladly 

clarified or corrected when called to our attention. This has been 

a tedious study and it has been done as a public service without compensation 
as is our usual custom. We thank you for the check for $25 which 

covered postage cost and the two Smithsonian photographs which we 


ordered. The submitted coin is returned herewith. We hope you understand 
the basis for our opinion. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 


By 
Eric P. Newman, President 


EPN: bv 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
November 9, 1988 


Registered Return Receipt 


Mr. William Anton 
Woodcliff Investment Corp. 
P. O. Box 588 

Lodi, NJ 07644 


Dear Bill: 


An opinion as to the authenticity of a submitted copper coin now known 
as either Vermont Ryder Richardson #40 or Vlack 13-88VT(A) was requested 
in your letter to us mailed September 21, 1988. The variety on its 
obverse contains the legend GEORGIVS:III-REX with head facing right 

and on its reverse INDE ET LIB and 1788 with a seated figure facing 
left. This variety is a muling of prior published dies. 


The first numismatic description of this variety was disclosed by 

Ron Guth in the Colonial Newsletter for May 1986 (p. 959) after examining 
it in the National Numismatic Collection at the Smithsonian Institution 
in Washington, D.C. I do not know whether or not Butch Vosloh of 

the Smithsonian staff first noticed the variety. 


The submitted piece was consigned by you to be auctioned at the May 
6-7, 1988 Kagin's Numismatics, Inc. sale in San Diego, CA. It was 
publicized in NUMISMATIC NEWS on March 22, 1988 and there illustrated 
and was said to have been recently discovered amongst a mixed lot 

of counterfeit halfpence shipped to you from England. It received 
other publicity also. It was described and illustrated as Lot 1028 
in the sale and was considered genuine by the catalogers. It was 

bid up to $16,000 and sold to a New York collector conditioned on 
genuineness. It was subsequently returned by that collector to Kagin's 
as a not genuine, the decision being based on one or more opinions 

of other than ourselves. It was then returned to you as consignor 
and sold on an as-is basis for $2500 to another person. 


The submitted coin weighs 7.02 grams and has a specific gravity of 

8.77. The Smithsonian coin weighs 7.383 grams, but its specific gravity 
is not available to us at this time. Both pieces are 180 degrees offset 
if turned on the vertical axis. 


The submitted coin differs from the Smithsonian coin in that the submitted 
coin appears to be an overstrike on a counterfeit British halfpence, 
whereas the Smithsonian example does not show any undercoin whatever. 

Our knowledge of the Smithsonian example has only been through enlarged 
photographic prints ordered by us, but it has not been personally 

examined by us. We have no information as to its specific gravity 

or whether it is genuine, an electro, a cast or otherwise. We assume 

it is genuine, but it has no pedigree. 


In the striking of a coin over a previously struck coin, it is to 

be noted that the undercoin already has a raised design and the die 
used to strike over it would have an incused design. The overstriking 
die thus produces another raised surface on the undercoin and deforms 
the undercoin design and lettering to a substantial extent. If the 
die used for the overstriking is smaller than the undercoin or if 

the overstriking is off center, the perimeter of the overstriking 

die will leave a circular depression on the surface of the undercoin. 
If the die for overstriking was larger than the undercoin and not 
applied off center, the perimeter of the overstriking die would not 
show on the undercoin. 


The top design and the design of the undercoin of the submitted coin 
are more or less in register on both sides, which is an odd coincidence. 
The top of the head and the top leaf of the obverse of the undercoin 
show above the top of the head and the top leaf of the top design. 

The curls on the obverse of the undercoin still show above the ribbon 
bow on the top design and to the right of the ends of that bow. 


There is a raised lump under the S of GEORGIVS on the line of the 
back of the head of the undercoin. This is part of the bottom of the 
S of the overstruck design. The drop-off at its outside portion is 
unnatural for a striking. 


The letters BRIT on the reverse of the undercoin are visible at 7-8 
o'clock, the R and the lower part of the B being easier to see. The 
letters IA of the undercoin are at 2-2:30 o'clock on the reverse and 
the upper right side of the shield of the undercoin shows an outline 
passing through to the top of the L in LIB of the top design. On 
the obverse of both the top design and the undercoin parts of REX 
show, the area being heavily pocked. 


The I in LIB and the final 8 in the date on the reverse of the submitted 
coin are clean and perfect. On the Smithsonian example the lower 

part of the I shows a die break as does the last 8. In the Bressett 
plates for Vermont pieces and on other coins examined the reverse 

shows an unbroken I in LIB and an unbroken 8. 


The S in GEORGIVS is thicker at the top portion of the submitted coin 
when compared to the Smithsonian coin because the S in the submitted 

coin is on the undercoin and the S in the obverse of the Smithsonian 

coin is the overstruck design. 


The second G in GEORGIVS is not distinct on the top design and the 
elements which do show were apparently distorted by accidental disturbance 
in production. This is because the left letters of GEORGIVS are from 

the overstriking design and the right letters are from the undercoin 
design, thus accounting for this blurred situation. 


On the reverse of the submitted piece the perimeter of the die of 

the overcoin is raised above the field of the undercoin at 1-2 o'clock 
and at 3-6 o'clock, and on the obverse it is raised at 11:30-2 o'clock. 
Porosity is at 10 o'clock on the obverse and at 7 o'clock on the reverse. 
There is additional porosity at 3-5 o'clock on the obverse and 2-3 
o'clock on the reverse. The facial expression on the overcoin obverse 
is smooth and clear but the lettering is substantially pockmarked. 
There are heavy obverse dents on the bodice, the shirt and over the 

L of LIB on the reverse. The outside areas of the submitted coin 

are much more granular than the center parts. 


The edge of the submitted coin is very raw and red with black lumps 
and dents as well as some smoothed file marks. The edge is also pocked. 
These conditions signal caution. 


The undercoin, being a counterfeit halfpence, could well have been 
originally produced in the eighteenth century either by striking or 

by casting and therefore the granulation near the borders and not 

in the center cannot be relied upon as being diagnostic of genuineness. 


The fact that the perimeter of the overstriking die is raised above 
the surface of the undercoin is diagnostic of the use of a casting 

process because the final design was always die struck at Machin's 

Mills, whether it was used in striking a rolled flat planchet or an 
undercoin as a planchet. 


There are two ways of making a cast reproduction of a coin which is 
struck over an undercoin. One is to press each side of a previously 
overstruck coin into a separate soft mold. The second is to press 
one side of an undercoin into a soft mold, then remove the undercoin 
and press the coin with the top design into the same soft mold. This 
would be done for each face separately and then the molds would be 
carefully combined for a centrifugal casting. In making the molds, 
when the coin with the top design for each face would be pressed into 
the mold, its perimeter would become a depression into the face of 
each mold. The casting from such a pair of molds would result in 
raised die perimeters. There is no way in which an overstriking die 
could leave a raised perimeter of an overstriking die on an undercoin. 
Thus, a raised perimeter means that the undercoin design and the top 
design were the result of a molding process. 


‘ 
- 


The obverse of a coin with the top design used to make an obverse 
mold could have been a Vlack variety 13 obverse. The top design on 
the reverse used to make a reverse mold could have been a Vermont 
reverse of Bressett variety L. This might account for the earlier 
state of the I IN LIB in Vermont variety L being different from the 
broken state of the I in the LIB in the Smithsonian example. 


The coloring of the submitted coin is uneven and unnatural near the 

raw parts. This is sometimes due to the thinness and instability 

of modern copper recoloring chemicals rather than from circulation 

or handling of a naturally darkened copper coin. This observation 

alone is not sufficient to draw a conclusion but merely raises a cautionary 
flag. 


No conclusion of forgery can be specifically drawn from the fact that 
the 1986 publication of the discovery of the new muling could have 
stimulated a forgery being cast from other coins having identical 
dies, but this possibility must be noted. 


The specific gravity of 8.77 is slightly low, but normal coinage of 
this sort could have air pockets or adulterants to cause this problem. 
However, suspicion of casting cannot be eliminated in such a situation. 


No conclusion of forgery can be positively reached from the assertion 
that the submitted piece, being American made, found its way into 

a group of English counterfeit halfpence in England. Batty in the 
nineteenth century formed a collection in England of 35,000 different 
copper pieces and in it he had a few examples of American struck pieces 
but he did not have any muling like the submitted piece or most of 

the other American made counterfeit halfpence. 


The conclusion therefore is that the submitted coin is a cast forgery 
from molds made up by using a Vermont variety L reverse, a Machin's 
Mills variety 13 obverse, and an eighteenth century counterfeit halfpence. 


Certain obtainable information as to source data of the submitted 
piece was not made available to us and an opportunity to examine the 
Smithsonian example was not arranged for. No metallic examination 
was undertaken using penetrating rays of various types. 


o- 


Any unclear or incorrect statements in this opinion will be gladly 

clarified or corrected when called to our attention. This has been 

a tedious study and it has been done as a public service without compensation 
as is our usual custom. We thank you for the check for $25 which 

covered postage cost and the two Smithsonian photographs which we 


ordered. The submitted coin is returned herewith. We hope you understand 
the basis for our opinion. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 


By 
Eric P. Newman, President 


EPN: bv 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


January 27, 1989 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder 
Director, Research Department 
Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Michael: 
Sufficient time has elapsed so that I now feel I may send you a copy 


of the Ryder 40 opinion which I rendered. I appreciate your help 
with respect to this matter. 


Sincerely, 
Ca 
Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 
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In the striking of a coin over a previously struck coin, it is to 

be noted that the undercoin already has a raised design and the die 
used to strike over it would have an incused design. The overstriking 
die thus produces another raised surface on the undercoin and deforms 
the undercoin design and lettering to a substantial extent. If the 
die used for the overstriking is smaller than the undercoin or if 

the overstriking is off center, the perimeter of the overstriking 

die will leave a circular depression on the surface of the undercoin. 
If the die for overstriking was larger than the undercoin and not 
applied off center, the perimeter of the overstriking die would not 
show on the undercoin. 





The top design and the design of the undercoin of the submitted coin 
are more or less in register on both sides, which is an odd coincidence. 
The top of the head and the top leaf of the obverse of the undercoin 
show above the top of the head and the top leaf of the top design. 

The curls on the obverse of the undercoin still show above the ribbon 
bow on the top design and to the right of the ends of that bow. 


There is a raised lump under the S of GEORGIVS on the line of the 
back of the head of the undercoin, and—thie—couldbe—from-e_break or 





The letters BRIT on the reverse of the undercoin are visible at 7-8 
o'clock, the R and the lower part of the B being easier to see. The 
letters IA of the undercoin are at 2-2:30 o'clock on the reverse and 
the upper right side of the shield of the undercoin shows an outline 
passing through to the top of the L in LIB of the top design. On 
the obverse of both the top design and the undercoin parts of REX 
show, the area being heavily pocked. 

And the femel 9 un the dle 
The I in LIB, on the reverse of the submitted coin Sa clean and perfect. -O 
On the Smithsonian example the lower part of the I shows a die ret no then todesl 2, 
In the Bressett plates for Vermont pieces and on other coins examined 
the reverse shows an unbroken I in LLB eee hen S a 
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On the reverse of the submitted piece the perimeter of the die of 
the overcoin is raised above the field of the undercoin at 1-2 o'clock 
and at 3-6 o'clock, and on the obverse it is raised at 11:30-2 o'clock. 
Porosity is at 10 o'clock on the obverse and at 7 o'clock on the reverse. 
There is additional porosity at 3-5 o'clock on the obverse and 2-3 
o'clock on the reverse. The facial expression on the overcoin obverse 
is smooth and clear but the lettering is substantially pockmarked. 
There are heavy obverse dents on the bodice, the shirt and over the 

L of LIB on the reverse. The outside areas of the submitted coin 
are much more granular than the center parts. 7 
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The edge of /the submitted coin is very raw and red with black lumps 
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The deneceoe being a ieouncer rest halfpence, could well have been 
originally produced in the eighteenth century either by striking or 

by casting and therefore the granulation near the borders and not 

in the center cannot be relied upon as being diagnostic of genuineness. 


The fact that the perimeter of the overstriking die is raised above 
the surface of the undercoin is diagnostic of the use of a casting 
process because the final design was always die struck at Machin's 
Mills, whether it was used in striking a rolled flat planchet or an 
undercoin as a planchet. 


There are two ways of making a cast reproduction of a coin which is 
struck over an undercoin. One is to press each side of a previously 
overstruck coin into a separate soft mold. The second is to press 
one side of an undercoin into a soft mold, then remove the undercoin 
and press the coin with the top design into the same soft mold. This 
would be done for each face separately and then the molds would be 
carefully combined for a centrifugal casting. In making the molds, 
when the coin with the top design for each face would be pressed into 
the mold, its perimeter would become a depression into the face of 
each mold. The casting from such a pair of molds would result in 
raised die perimeters. There is no way in which an overstriking die 
could leave a raised perimeter of an overstriking die on an undercoin. 
Thus, a raised perimeter means that the undercoin design and the top 
design were the result of a molding process. 
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March: 22,,-199£ 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St’. Lowis:, sMO..63105 


Dear Eric: 


Enclosed is my copy of Bill Anton's The Forgotten Coins of the North American 
Colonies. The "best" part of the book, in my opinion, are the plates, which are 
of good quality. References to the Ryder-40 pieces will be found on pp. 34-35: 
Note how Bill makes my comments sound like I approved of these pieces! 


Once you are finished with this, would you please return it to me well packaged in 
a mailing box? I suspect that this will become a "classic" of a sort in the 


Fucuce,, 


Yours: truly, 


HL 


Michael J. Hodder 
Director of Research 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 


MJH/kdw 


Enclosure: as stated 


BOX 1224 * WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 © (800) 458-4646 © (603) 569-5095 © FAX: (603) 569-5319 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March 27, 1991 


Mr. Michael J. Hodder 
Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear Michael: 


Thank you for lending me your copy of The Forgotten Coins which I may 
soon forget. 


One feature of the book is that its price may prevent it from being 
widely read and thus not have a chance to become a “elassic, as,you 
indicate is a possibility. 


If you have any doubts about the new crop of Ryder 40 pieces, you may 
need a new set of numismatic definitions. Should "genuine counterfeit" 
or "forged counterfeit" or "counterfeit counterfeit" be defined for 
possible application. 

I don't think "ye author" will send me a copy. 


. / 
Sincerely, 


—_— 





Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 
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Mercantile 
Money Museum 


Mercantile Tower 
Seventh & Washington 
St. Louis, Mo. 63101 
314-421-1819 





To: Tony Carlotto November 20, 1996 
P.0, Box 594 
Sheffield, MA 01257 


From: Eric P. Newman 


I was looking up something else in my files and came across 
my Ryder 40 file. I remembered your book’s tactful comments and 
I wondered if anyone has really checked the Smithsonian piece 
thoroughly. It would be easy in my opinion to tell if it was 
Salted into the collection. It would have the same characteristics 

"as the one I examimed and like those others examined. 

You may or may not have seen my 1988 opinion amd I enclose a 
copy. My opinion was requested by Anton after the challenges took 
place and he sent me the coin which he said was in the auction. 

I think the matter ought to be put to rest by (1) examining 
the Smithsonian piece and (2) asking to see a copy of their 
accession records of both Ryder 31 and Ryder 40. If they can’t 
locate their accession records that ia also important. 
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Subj: Re: (no subject) 

Date: 2/9/2003 8:11:26 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: kbressett@pcisys.com 


Ken: | am most appreciative of the information that you found a record f the accession of the Ryder 40 in the 
Smithsonian redords. Mendel Peterson was a good friend of mine and found many coppers on Rehobeth Beach 
in Delaware. Has anyone looked at the Ryder 40 at the Smithsonian to determine if it is genuine and not like the 


flood of others which later appeared. Eric 
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Colonial coin specialists will 
be watching closely when an 
extremely rare 1788 halfpenny 
appears at the May 6-7, 1988, 
Kagin’s Numismatics Inc., sale 
in San Diego. 

The recently discovered piece, 
found among a mixed lot of 
counterfeit halfpence shipped in 
from England, is only the second 
known and the discovery coin 
resides in the Smithsonian Colo- 
nial collection. 

The Vermont halfpence, RR- 
40, is a product of Machin’s Mill. 
It shows the same George III 
obverse as Number 13 on the 
Vlack plate and is muled with 
the Bressett-L reverse from the 
Vermont series. 

The obverse die is linked with 
two Connecticut reverses, Miller 
G.2 of 1787 and D of 1788. The 
reverse die is linked with two 
Vermont obverses in turn, Ryder 
19 and 20, which also are num- 
bered as Bressett 10 and 13. 

The typically crudely manu- 
factured Machin’s Mill coin 
shows ‘“‘some of the detail of 
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Kagin’s to offer rare halfpenny 
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An important coin for Vermont specialists, a very rare 1788 
Vermont halfpenny, will be auctioned by Kagin’s Numismatics 
Inc., May 6-7, in San Diego. The piece is described as crudely 
struck, with otherwise clean and even surfaces, with a mixture 


of light and dark brown color. 


Fine-12.” According to Kagin’s, 
it has been struck over another 
crude issue, showing some 
underlying planchet irregularity 


and light porosity. 


The possibility exists that the 
piece is double struck, rather 
than struck over another design, 
but Kagin’s experts have been 


unable to attribute the under 
strike, which is visible on both 
the obverse and reverse. The 
piece weighs 108.64 grains. 

The first specimen was discov- 
ered by Ron Guth while he was 
attributing the Smithsonian col- 
lection. 
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tion by Kagins Numismatics Inc. 





Kagin’s Numismatic Auctions will offer 
for sale a 1788 Vermont halfpenny during 
its May 6-7 auction in San Diego. 
According to a Kagin’s press release, the 
coin is one of only two known and the only 
specimen available on the open market. 
The discovery coin was found by Ron Guth 
in the process of attributing the Colonial col- 
lection at the Smithsonian Institution. The 
second specimen was discovered within the 
last six months in a mixed lot of counterfeit 
halfpence which came from England. 

The Vermont halfpence, Ryder-Richard- 
son 40 variety (“The Copper Coins of Ver- 
mont,” a reprint of The Numismatist, by 
John M. Richardson, based on Hillyer 

- Ryder’s work), is a Machin’s Mill product 
and shows the same George III obverse as 
No. 13 on the Vlack plate from Early Ameri- 

can Coins by Robert A. Vlack. The obverse 
is die linked with two Connecticut reverses, 
Miller G.2 and D of 1788 from The State 


Coinage of Connecticut by Henry C. Miller. 
The reverse is die linked with two Vermont 


WORLD 
PAPER 
MONEY 


Sweden, 
P #14* Unc. 
ONLY ... $1.00 
When you 
request our 
exciting 
B approvals. 


BOYLSTON TRADING CO. 
P.0. Box 1365, Dept. SWE, Boston, Mass. 02205 


*One to a customer 


MAJOR BUYER 


E are seriously interested in buying major 
Ellections, estates, hoards or deals. The more 
oney involved the better. At this time we are 
articularly interested in the following: 


A) U.S. GOLD COINS: All MS (60) or better gold 
coins, especially sets, collections or hoards. 
Also Proof gold coins in Proof (63) or better. 


B) SILVER DOLLARS: Especially original BU 
rolls and bags. Also all singles, sets or hoards 
in MS (63) or better. 


C) COMMEMORATIVE COINS: All MS (63) or 
better commemorative silver and gold coins 
in singles, sets or hoards. 


D) BU ROLLS: All original rolls or bags of 
dimes, quarters and halves as well as Buffalo 
5¢ rolls. Especially interested in original roll 
of Buffalo 5¢, Mercury 10¢ and Walking 50¢. 


Let our 28 years of experience in the business 
work for you. We have the cash. All we need is 
your coins. 


CALL COLLECT AND ASK FOR JOE. 
Joe Flynn 
Rare Coins and Bullion, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3140, 2854 W. 47th Street 
Kansas City, Kansas 66103 


eke Phone (913) 236-7171 
or 236-6166 
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_ THE OBVERSE and reverse of the raré 1788 Vermont halfpenny to be sold at auc- 


' 1783 Vermont halfpenny 
to highlight Kagin’s sale 


obverses, Ryder 19 and 20 from The Coloni- 
al Coins of Vermont by Hillyer Ryder. 


The coin has some of the detail of Fine 12 
but was crudely manufactured as is typical 
of Machin’s Mill products, according to the 
Kagin’s press release. The coin was struck 
over another crudely made issue and shows 
some underlying planchet irregularity and 
light porosity. It is possible that this coin is 
actually double struck, but the undertype, 
which is visible on the obverse to the right 
and on the reverse periphery at 2 o’clock 
and 7 o’clock, is difficult to pin down. The 
surfaces are otherwise clean and even, 
showing a mixture of light and dark brown 
color, according to the press release. The 
coin weigh 108.64 grains. 

For more information about the coin or a 
copy of the catalog, contact George Fuld, 
Director of Auctions, Kagins Numismatics 
Inc., Sutter Plaza, Suite 700, 1388 Sutter St., 
San Francisco, Calif. 94109, or call (800) 
367-5428. 


INERT: 


SAFLIP® is the BEST ONE! 


STUDY SHOWS LINK BETWEEN 
PVC, CORROSION 


Were you aware that two recent studies by Dr. 
Thomas Sharpless, a chemistry professor, showed 
that all vinyl flips can damage coins? (Coin World, 
3/16/83, p. 70) Storage in polyvinylichloride flips can 
result in short term “Green slime” formation and corro- 
sion as well as long term clouding due to hydrogen 
chloride, which can take years to show up. 


SAFELIP® - USED BY THE ANA 


Years of research by the E&T Kointainer Co. has re- 
sulted in IMPROVED SAFLIP® the best inert flip, made 
of safe polyenvien’ terepthalate (commonly known as 
MYLAR®). This is the same non-corrosive plastic used 
by peel to protect priceless documents. The 
American Numismatic Association chose cus- 
tom SAFELIPS® over other brands for certified coins. 


OUTSTANDING FEATURES 


Improved SAFLIP® is flexible, with transparent op- 
tical quality and very strong seams. SAFLIP® will not 
crack or discolor and will last decades. SAFLIP® can 
be heat sealed to provide an airtight holder. SAFLIPS® 
pay for themselves by protecting your coins against 
loss of value from corrosion. If your coins are stored in 
vinyl flips or cardboard holders (which can cause card- 
board dust carbon spots), you are risking coin deter- 
ioration. Prevent coin holder damage with SAFLIP®. 

SAFLIPS” are 2’x2”, packed in inert bags with 
separate white insert-ID cards, 100 size comes in a 
heavy 2x2x9 coin storage box. Satisfaction guaranteed 
by the leader in safe coin storage since 1950. 

Compare our Quality. Please try them? 


TO: E&T KOINTAINER CO., 
Box 103, Sidney, Ohio 45365 


Please send SAFLIPS® as follows: 
Box of 100 @ $14.00 
Cartons of 500 @ $65.00 
Cartons of 1000 @ $118.00 

































Ohio 6% sales tax: 







Add $2.50 postage 
Total Enclosed: 






Name 






Address 







City 







Zip 
Outside U.S. add 
an additional $3.00 


Personal Checks 
must clear. 






sears POLE HHO, 


CUSTOWER semvict AMANO 





MEMBER 
ANA 


Cw 





COIN WORLD, Wednesday, April 6, 1988 


WORLD 
GOLD 
COINS 


Send $1 for your copy 


of our complete price list 
of scarce and choice quality 
gold coins from over 100 


different countries! 
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ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE 


BEST-SELLING COIN REFERENCE BOOKS! 


It is no secret that those who have made the most profits with their coin 


P.O. Box 1565 
Dept. CW 


Boca hagas ke FL 33429-1565 


MEMBER 
ANA 


Vaited Stats 
Cuing by Design Types 


As Axton Caddy to: Seo 
Dokierine mt teres 


investments, and those who have enjoyed the hobby most have learned by 


reading. 


BUY THE BOOK BEFORE THE COIN may be the best piece of advice 


you will ever hear! 


Take your pick of these fine books, including many by Q. David Bowers. 
30-day money-back guarantee of satisfaction applies! Add $2 postage for 


packing, postage and shipping. 


U.S. COINS BY DESIGN TYPES: 

AN AUCTION GUIDE FOR THE COLLECTOR 
AND INVESTOR, by Q. David Bowers. The best- 
selling book ever published on the subject, literally a 
gold mine of information. Softbound 248 pages. 
BBM-307 

HIGH PROFITS FROM RARE COIN IN- 
VESTMENT, by Q. David Bowers. | 1th edition 
of the best-selling book ever published on the 
subject!. Enthusiastically acclaimed by “Coin 
World,” “Numismatic News,” “The New York 
Times.”-ete. Sofibound 368 pages. Regularprice ze 
$14.95. BBM-101 Special price 

ADVENTURES WITH RARE COINS, by Q. 

David Bowers. 305-page illustrated hardbound book 

about the art, history, romance, and investment as- 

pects of rare coins. Enjoyable reading. Thousands 

sold. Winner of several awards. BBM-125 .. $24.95 


THE HISTORY OF U.S. COLNAGE, by Q. David 
Bower. Written for The Johns Hopkins University 
and illustrated with coins from the $25.000.000 Gar- 
rett Collection, this book is virtually a university 
course in numismatics! 572 pages, color illustrated, 
hardbound. Thousands of copies sold. First book 
ever to win the Professional Numismatistrs Guild 
AND the Numismatic Literary Guild “Book of the 
Year Award” the same year! BBM-130 $49.00 
U.S. GOLD COINS: AN ILLUSTRATED HISTO- 
RY, by Q. David Bowers. Deluxe hardbound 415- 
page book illustrted with color photos from the 
$12,400,000 Eliasberg Collection. All you need to be 
an “expert” on the subject. An award-winning book 
of which thousands of copies have been sold. “It's a 
book about gold that is worth its weight in gold,” 
said Coin World. BBM-135. 

THE COMPLEAT COLLECTOR, by Q. David 
Bowers. A whimsical view of collecting, written with 
tongue-in-cheek, A “fin” hit of licht reading. 40 
pages. Softbound. 


VIRGIL BRAND: THE MAN AND HIS ERA. by 
Q. David Bowers. 248-page illustrated deluxe hard- 
bound book telling of the fascinating life of “the 
greatest collector who ever lived,” a man who col- 
lected over 350,000 coins, including multiples of 
many great farities. Given the “Book of the Year 
Award” by the Professional Numismatists Guild 
AND the Numismatic Literary Guild. 


AN INSIDE VIEW OF THE COIN HOBBY 
IN THE 1930s, by Q. David Bowers. 144 pages, 
illustrated, softbound. Letters from the previ- 
ously unpublished correspondence of Walter P. 
Nichols an original distributor of commemora- 
tives in the 1930s. Details on scandals, the coin 
market, etc. Fascinating reading! Now in its sec- 
ond big printing! 


ABE KOSOFF: DEAN OF NUMISMATICS, by 
Q. David Bowers. The biography of one of Ameri- 
ca’s best known rare coin dealers, and how he start- 
ed on a shoestring and eventually handled legendary 
rarities and collections and founded the Professional 
Numismatists Guild. Lots of great reading awaits 
you! BBM-164 

U.S. COPPER COINS: AN ACTION GUIDE FOR 
THE COLLECTOR AND INVESTOR, by Q. Da- 
vid Bowers. Inside information on series including 
half cents, large cents, Indian and Lincoln cents, and 
two-cent pieces. Tips of vaue to any coin buyer. 176 
pages, softbound, illustrated. BBM-302 $9.95 
ADVENTURES WITH RARE COINS, as preced- 
ing. but “factory second” with some cover scuffing. 
Contents like new. BBM-126 .. $15.00 
THE STRANGE CAREER OF DR. WILKINS: A 
NUMISMATIC INQUIRY, by Q. David Bowers. 
Softbound, illustrated. BBM-420 . . . $7.95; Hard- 
bound, deluxe limited edition (300 copies) 

BBM-421 


£2 Daved Rerwess 


U.S. THREE CENT AND FIVE CENT COINS: 
AN ACTION GUIDE FOR THE COLLECTOR 
AND INVESTOR, by Q. David Bowers. Inside in- 
formation on coins from three cent pieces to nickels 
and half dimes. A great book! 168 pages, illustrated, 
softbound. BBM-303 


U.S. DIMES, QUARTERS, AND HALF DOL- 
LARS: AN ACTION GUIDE FOR THE COLLEC- 
TOR AND INVESTOR, by Q. David Bowers. A 
companion to the preceding books. BBM-304 $9.95 


THE NUMISMATIST’S BEDSIDE COM- 
PANION, edited by Q. David Bowers. 224 pag- 
es of fascinating stories about coin collecting and 
investing. Delightful reading. Just released! 

$9.95 


THE NORWEB COLLECTION: An American 
Legacy, by Michael Hodder and Q. David 
Bowers. The fascinating story behind one of the 
greatest collections ever formed. 288 pages, de- 
luxe hardbound. BBM-145 


RECOLLECTIONS OF A MINT DIRECTOR, by 
Frank A. Leach. About the San Francisco Mint dur- 
ing the earthquake, and making of the MCMVII 
$20. etc. 120 pages, softbound. 

Order now. BLE-100 


CHARLOTTE MINT GOLD COINS 1838-1861, 
by Douglas Winter. Illustrated, softbound. 

140 pages. BWI-812 

Hardbound. BWI-813 


GARRETT COLLECTION AUCTION CATA- 
LOGUES. Complete set of 4 softbound catalogues - 
and prices realized for $25,000,000 Garrett Collec- 
tion of U.S. coins, the most valuable coin collection 
ever auctioned! Chock-full of useful information, in- 
teresting descriptions and photographs. 

BBM-501 


TOLL-FREE ORDERING: Telephone us toll-free at (800) 222-5993, ask for Sandi Scott and charge your 
book order to MasterCard, VISA, or AMEX for immediate shipment. 


Enclosed is my remittance for $. 
Expiration 
Please send the item(s) checked below: 
— BBM307 ($9.95) U.S. Coins by Design 
—— BBM-101 ($9.95) High Profits 


—— BBM-125 ($24.95) Adventures With Rare Coins 
—— BBM-126 ($15.00) Adventures - Fact 2nd 
—— BBM-130 ($49.00) History U.S. Coinage 


— — BBM-135 ($47.00) U.S. Gold Coins 
—— BBM-140 ($29.00) Virgil Brand 
——— BBM-155 ($14.95) Inside View 
—— BBM-158 ($4.95) Compleat Collector 


——— $49 for one year subscription to Bowers and Merena 
Publications, Price Lists, and Auction Catalogues 


or please charge to my MasterCard, VISA, or AMEX No. 


—— BBM-164 ($19.95) Abe Kosoff 
——— BBM-302 ($9.95) U.S. Copper Coins 


—— BBM-303 ($9.95) U.S. 3¢ & Se 


—— BBM-304 ($9.95) U.S. Dimes. Quarters 
—— BBM-420 ($7.95) Dr. Wilkins SFBD 
—— BBM-421 ($19.95) Dr. Wilkins HDBD 
—— BLE-100 ($9.95) Mint Director 

—— BWI-812 ($14.95) Charlotte Gold SFBD 
—— BWI-813 ($29.95) Charlotte Gold HDBD 


——— BBM-S501 ($45.00) Garrett Catalogues 
—— BBM -200 ($9.95) Bedside Companion 


— BBM-145 ($29.00) Norweb Collection 


tate 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





Publications Dept. 
Box 1224 


Wolfeboro, New Hampshire 03894 


For telephone orders, ask for Sandi Scott. In NH (603) 569-5095; toll-free outside of NH: (800) 222-5993 
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PALM SPRINGS 
COLLECTION 
OF COMMEMORATIVE 
ART MEDALS 
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% MARCEL JOVINE 
In the Palm Of God’s Hand 


A siedallic tribute to the 50th anniver- 
sary of Palm Springs, California, this of- 
ficial commemorative collection is mint- 
ed in bronze, silver, and gold by the 
Medallic Art Company, of Danbury, 
Connecticut. Engraved by master en- 
graver Marcel Jovine, this limited edi- 
tion of coins depict the rich history of 
Palm Springs and are designed by six 
of the most famous artists in the world. 
Consultant for this edition 
Angela Buchanan Jackson 
United States Treasurer 1982-1983. 

























EACH MEDAL IS 
1%” IN 


DIAMETER 
(38.1 MM) 
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Will Travel 
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Kagin’s auction brings 


$320,000 hammer total 


Coins auctioned during Kagin’s Num- 
ismatic Auctions Inc. sale May 6-7 at the San 
Diego Coin Show brought a $320,000 
hammer total. 

George Fuld, director of auctions for 
KNA, said the prices realized for the large 
cents sold were 40 percent to 50 percent 
higher than expected. Other coins in the 
auction also brought prices higher than an- 
ticipated, Fuld said. 

Fuld said more than $600, 000 in consigned 
coins were withdrawn from the sale. He 
said the withdrawn consignments were the 
result of the company’s legal difficulties. 

Attorneys for KNA filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy April 19 in San Francisco. Ac- 
cording to documents filed with the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District 
of California, banks that had security inter- 
est in coins consigned to the auction, coins 
which had been used as loan collateral, had 
the authority to remove those coins from 
the auction block. 

Of just under 1,900 lots originally ad- 
vertised for auction, 725 lots, or nearly 40 
percent of the consignments, were with- 
drawn, according to the list of prices real- 
ized. 

Grabbing the top hammer price was a 
1788 Vermont copper, Ryder-Richardson 40 
variety (“Copper Coins of Vermont,” a 
reprint of The Numismatist, by John M. 
Richardson, based on Hillyer Ryder’s 
work), one of two known, bringing $16,000. 

The discovery piece was found by Ron 
Guth in the process of attributing the Coloni- 
al coinage at the Smithsonian Institution 
where the coin is housed. 

The Vermont half-pence is a Machin’s 
Mill product and shows the same George III 
obverse as No. 13 on the Vlack plate (Early 
American Coins by Robert A. Vlack) and 
muled with the Bresset-L reverse from the 
Vermont series. 

The obverse is die linked with two Con- 
necticut reverses, Miller G.2 and D of 1788 


(The State Coinage of Connecticut by Hen- 
ry C. Miller). 

The reverse is die linked with two Ver- 
mont obverses, Ryder 19 and 20 (The Colo- 
nial Coins of Vermont by Hillyer Ryder). 

The coin has some of the detail of Fine 12 
but was crudely manufactured as is typical 
of Machin’s Mill products, according to the 
auction catalog. The coin was struck over 
another crudely made issue and shows 
some underlying planchet irregularity and 
light porosity. 

It is possible the coin is actually double 
struck, but the undertype, which is visible 
on the obverse to the right and on the re- 
verse periphery at 2 o’clock and 7 o’clock, is 
difficult to determine. 

According to the catalogers, the surfaces 
are otherwise clean and even, showing a 
mixture of light and dark brown color. The 
coin weighs 108.64 grains. 

The G.M. “Pat” Patterson collection of 
United States half cents and large cents 
brought a combined hammer total $81,500. 

Other noteworthy coins and their hammer 
prices were: 


e 1823 Coronet cent Newcomb 2, (United. 


States Copper Cents: 1816-1857 by Howard 
R. Newcomb), About Uncirculated 55, 
$5,000. 

e 1874-S Seated Liberty quarter dollar, 
Mint State 65, $3,100. 

e 1853 $20 pioneer gold, U.S. Assay Office, 
.900 THOUS., MS-60, $5,000. 

e 1809/8 Capped Draped Bust gold $5, AU- 
58+, $3,300. 

e 1795 Draped Bust silver dollar, Extreme- 
ly Fine 40, Bolender 14 (United States Early 
Silver Dollars from 1794 to 1803 by M.H. 
Bolender), $1,950. 

6 1878 $3 gold piece, MS-62, $3, 000. 


~ e 1839 Coronet cent, N-11, MS-63, $2,300. 
e 1939 Oregon Trail commemorative set of { 


j 


Philadelphia, Denver and San Francisco rf 


strikes, MS-65, $3,000. 
e 1803 Capped Bust $10 eagle, EF-45 
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DISCOVERY of a new ATLEE HALFPENCE (TN-108) 
@ Comments by ye Editor 





NEW ATLEE HALFPENCE 
Viack 13-88VTA 


Photograph enlarged 2X 


A new Atlee Halfpence has been discovered by CNL Patron Ron Guth in 
the National Numismatic Collection of the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, D.C. The specimen which was misattributed as a Vermont 
Ryder 31 is actually a muling of two previously known dies. The 
obverse is from an American made George III die made by James Atlee 
and known as Vlack 13, and the reverse is from another Atlee die, the 
1788 INDE ETLIB Vermont reverse known as Bressett L. Die 
juxtaposition is normal 4 4 and the specimen weight is 7.383 grams 
(113.92 grains). It has not been possible to make a positive 
determination as to whether a shearing or cutting type planchet punch 
was employed in the manufacture of the planchet; in some places the 
edge appears to be cut, and in others sheared. 


In which series to place this specimen depends upon one's point of 
view! If one considers it to be a Vermont specimen, then it should 
probably be designated as Ryder 40, the next open number. On the 
other hand it could also be designated as Vlack 13-88VTA recognizing 
it as an American made George II! counterfeit halfpence from dies 
manufactured by Atlee and struck during his tenure at Machin's Mills. 
It is the opinion of ye Editor that the latter designation is the more 
appropriate. 


Our sincere thanks to Mrs. Cory Gilliland, Curator, National 
Numismatic Collections, National Museum of American History, 
Smithsonian Institution for providing the photographs and for the 
background information regarding the discovery of this specimen and 
for the details of its physical characteristics. 
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NEW ATLEE HALFPENCE 
Viack 13-88VTA 


Photograph enlarged 2X 


A new Atlee Halfpence has been discovered by CNL Patron Ron Guth in 
the National Numismatic Collection of the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, D.C. The specimen which was misattributed as a Vermont 
Ryder 31 is actually a muling of two previously known dies. The 
obverse is from an American made George II1 die made by James Atlee 
and known as Vlack 13, and the reverse is from another Atlee die, the 
1788 INDE ETLIB Vermont reverse known as Bressett L. Die 
juxtaposition is normal 4 and the specimen weight is 7.383 grams 
(113.92 grains). It has not been possible to make a positive 
determination as to whether a shearing or cutting type planchet punch 
was employed in the manufacture of the planchet; in some places the 
edge appears to be cut, and in others sheared. 


In which series to place this specimen depends upon one's point of 
view! If one considers it to be a Vermont specimen, then it should 
probably be designated as Ryder 40, the next open number. On the 
other hand it could also be designated as Vlack 13-88VTA recognizing 
it as an American made George III counterfeit halfpence from dies 
manufactured by Atlee and struck during his tenure at Machin's Mills. 
It is the opinion of ye Editor that the latter designation is the more 
appropriate. 


Our sincere thanks to Mrs. Cory Gilliland, Curator, National 
Numismatic Collections, National Museum of American History, 
Smithsonian Institution for providing the photographs and for the 
background information regarding the discovery of this specimen and 
for the details of its physical characteristics. 
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A very unusual specimen, and the only one encountered 
to date. A George III halfpenny the obverse of which is GL the 
English manufacturing style, fully letter punched; however the 
reverse die was entirely cut by hand, bears the date iia. GG. 15 
undoubtedly of the American manufacturing style. The reverse die was 
much too large for a mating with the smaller obverse die. A guess as 
to its genesis might be that the obverse die traveled with someone 
from England to the Colonies, where it fell into the hands of the 
reverse die maker who married the dies for a limited striking. 


Now 29 ae 


A 1770 George III halfpenny discussed in the text as | 
being found among the RR40 overstrike hoard. Very recent information | 
disclosed that the 14 specimens of the micro "0" dated 1770 | 
counterfeits were discovered by a fellow using a metal detector, 

buried in a disintegrated leather money pouch along with the five 

RR40 overstrikes. As of this writing, the authors have not seen any 
examples of the micro "0" 1770 counterfeits in any of the over 5000 
counterfeits in various collections we have examined. See pages 

24-260 of “he text. 


No. 30 


A specimen of the RR40, which represents the 
combination of a Machin Mills halfpenny obverse muled with a 1788 
Vermont reverse. Struck over a counterfeit George III halfpenny, 
this is coin #2 as described on page 35 of the text. 
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THE FORGOTTEN COINS 
OF THE 


NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES 


PO A A ie Ae eM Me ad 


A MODERN SURVEY OF 
EARLY ENGLISH AND IRISH COUNTERFEIT COPPERS 
CIRCULATING IN THE AMERICAS 


Including a report on the recent 
site inspection of the Machin Mills mint, 
and a study of the Buste Enfantin 
coinage of Louis XV circulating in 
Colonial America 


BY 
WILLIAM T. ANTON,JR. 


AND 


BRUCE P. KESSE 








THE COUNTERFEIT COPPER AS AN UNDERTYPE 


our Forgotten Coins, specifically the Irish and English halfpence, 
served as host coins for a surprising number of State and other 

- Colonial coppers; consider if you will the previously discussed 
Albany Church Penny. However such usage is not surprising when 
considered in the context that -in.ye authors’ opinion- perhaps as 
high as 80-90% of all coppers circulating in the Americas were 
counterfeit British halfpence. Given the counterfeits’ generally 
light weight, it might also be concluded that the overtype coins may 
themselves have been contemporaneous counterfeits. 


Examples of the usage of counterfeits as host coins are as follows: 


- A single known specimen of the Connecticut 5P is struck over a 
George III Irish halfpenny. 


- The following New Jersey coppers come struck variously over 
George II and George III English halfpence, and George III Irish 
halfpence: 


Maris 16-d, 17-b, 19-M, 34-J, 40-b, 48-X, 
56-<n, 70-x, 71l-y and 72-z. 


= Vermont coppers are known struck over George III English and Irish 


 halfpence; overstrikes are found on the following Richardson Ryder 


Varieties: 


RR 20, (264. 185. 255%28 334 35, and most recently 
the controversial RR 40 overstrike 


A public opinion of late is that a second-known RR 40 overstrike 


i which recently appeared is a cast fabrication, a belief which has 





been propagated without the knowledge of certain pertinent 
information. In a small hoard of some 87 counterfeit halfpence and 
farthings, which originated from England, there were found to be two 
distinct subgroups of specimens. One was a group of 14 counterfeit 
George III halfpence dated 1770; all were from the same obverse and 


34 








reverse dies, however each was of a different size and weight. All 
were EXTREMELY FINE in grade, with the reverse die characterized by a 
micro "QO" in the date. Many attributes of the coins may in time 
prove them to be of American origin, including letter punches, 

general style, and the profile of George III which very much 
resembles that found on several Machin Mills issues. The other 
distinct group contained five RR 40 Vermont coppers, all of which are 
struck over different counterfeit halfpence host coins. 


For our readers, listed below are the weights and sizes of Touro. 
the five coins, the fifth being presently housed in a private 
collection and not available for study: 


COIN #1 Overstruck on a Geo III 1/2d. 5.60 grams 27.5mm 
(1775 date legible) 

COIN 2 Overstruck on a Geo III 1/2d. 6.39 grams 27.5mm 

COIN #3 Overstruck on a Geo III 1/2d. 6.70 grams 27.5mm 

COIN #4 Overstruck on a Geo III 1/2d. 13.50 grams 31.0mm 


As in the case of the RR 40 discovery coin now housed in the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington; D.C.,; the reverses oF each of 
the above four coins show no evidence of bulging as frequently found 
on that reverse die. As a point of interest, the two above-mentioned 
distinct groups of coins all have the same color, shading, texture 
and rusty appearance in some areas, perhaps the result of being ina 
fire or buried together. The balance of the group of 87 coins 
Contained the usual assortment of grades, colors and types typically 
found in a hoard of counterfeit coppers. 


On March 29, 1990, Michael Hodder examined eight of the above 
mentioned 1770 counterfeit specimens, and four of the RR40 specimens. 
He identified an extremely significant, previously unrecognized 
attribute shared by the two groups. All of the 1770 counterfeits 
were die cut in such a way that the bottom of the "0" in the date is 
too close to the edge of the die; the result is that regardless of 
how large the flan, or off center the strike, the bottom of the “or 
ls partially missing. Similarly, all five of the RR40 overstrikes 
have the bottom portion of the "8" in its date cut very close to the 
edge of the die. 
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fore we offer the following observations and conclusions between 
two groups of coins: 


There 


the 


Both groups of coins are clearly not cast or struck from false 
dies: In the case of the 1770 halfpence, several of the specimens 
have cracked planchets incurred during the striking process. In the 
“case of the RR40’s, each specimen is of a different weight and is 
struck over a different host counterfeit copper (each of which is 
Pclear). In the case of the 13.5 gram specimen, the George III 

- contemporaneous counterfeit host coin is at least 3 grams heavier 
than any genuine Regal halfpenny produced at the Tower Mint in 


England. 


5 


* Both groups of coins were exposed to the same environment and 


elements, for the same period of time. That is, all specimens 


evidence the same amount of wear (they are XF in grade), are the same 
color, and exhibit the same patches of rust and porosity; this would 
also strongly imply that the quality of copper was the same in each 
specimen, again pointing to a common source of manufacture. 


* Both groups of coins were obtained from a single source, an 
English scholar of unquestionable integrity. 


* The lettering on the 1770 counterfeits is significantly smaller 
than generally found on contemporaneous counterfeits, an attribute 
shared by the coppers produced by Machin Mills. 


* All 14 of the 1770 counterfeits exhibit a large dimple on the 
cheek of the obverse bust, as well as a smaller dimple on the King’s 
chin. 


PO OR Ee Me De De Bn Be Di i id 


* Both groups of coins were made by the same manufacturer at 
approximately the same time. 


* Both groups of coins may be contemporaneous counterfeits. 
* Both groups of coins were made in America during the 1780’s. 
* Both groups of coins were made in England during the 1790’s. 


* Both groups of coins may be products of the Machin Mills mint. 
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Colonial Coinage 


Excessively Rare 1788 Vermont, RR-40 
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1788 Vermont. RR-40! An extremely rare coin—this specimen is 
one of only two known and the only specimen available on the 
open market. The discovery coin was found by Ron Guth in the 
process of attributing the Colonial coinage at the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution. The second specimen was discovered within the last six 
months in a mixed lot of counterfeit halfpence which came from 
England. This is a very important coin for the Vermont specialists, 
relating the issues of Machin's Mill with the coins from the popular 
Vermont and Connecticut series to which this coin belongs. 

This Vermont piece is a Machin's Mill product and shows the 
same George III obverse as No. 13 on the Vlack plate and is muled 
with the Bressett-L reverse from the Vermont series. The obverse is 


1029 (1792) Kentucky token. Plain edge. A smooth, glossy- 
surfaced, light brown AU-50 with traces of mint red in some 
of the letters. Quite pleasing and attractive. Weight 143.41 
grains. From Leo Young, 1962. 





(1792) Kentucky token. Lettered edge with PAYABLE IN 
LANCASTER, etc. Lovely AU-55 with beautiful light tan and 
brown surfaces. Held down somewhat by traces of flan 
roughness at EN of STRENGTH on obverse and prominent 
streaks of same on reverse. Nicely struck with otherwise 
smooth surfaces. Weight 141.51 grains. 


1030 


1031 1794 Talbot, Allum & Lee cent. Solid VG-8 with smooth, 
brown surfaces and nice detail. Small edge bruise on obverse 
at 8 o'clock. Late state of reverse die with break from rear of 
ship to edge past right side of L of TALBOT. Weight 160.18 


grains. 


die linked with two Connecticut reverses, Miller G.2 of 1787 and D 
of 1788. The reverse is die linked with two Vermont obverses, 
Ryder 19 and 20 (also called Bressett 10 and 13). 

The coin has some of the detail of Fine-12 but was crudely 
manufactured as is typical of Machin's Mill products. The coin was 
struck over another crudely made issue and shows some underlying 
flan irregularity and light porosity. It is possible that this coin is 
really double struck but the undertype, which is visible on the 
obverse to the right and on the reverse periphery at 2 o'clock and 7 
o'clock, is difficult to pin down. The surfaces are otherwise clean 
and even, showing a mixture of light and dark brown color. The 
coin weighs 108.64 grains. (See color photo.) 





1796 Castorland medals. Lot of three medals the first 
being an early die state of the 19th-century restrike in copper 
with a reeded edge and thin planchet. It is a superb, reddish- 
brown PF-65 with overtones of purple color. Weight 147.8 
grains. The other two are matte-surfaced Paris restrikes with 
plain edge in yellow bronze and silver. (3 pieces) 
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1033. 1783 Georgius Triumpho token. VG-8 but with large hits 
evident on either side near centers. Nice light brown color 
with good detail. Struck on a somewhat brassy looking plan- 
chet with the typical reverse die break extending upward 
from center of reverse. Weight 116.90 grains. 

1034 1783 Washington restrike. Draped bust, Vlack-Fuld 4-B 
with engrailed edge. PF-55 with nice smooth surfaces and 
attractive two-toned brown color. 

1035 1783 Washington Military Bust. Vlack-Fuld 5-D, with the 
double punched I in INDEPENDENCE. Glossy, medium 
brown toning. VF-30 with a few light, old surface marks 
consistent with the grade and nice overall eye appeal. Nicely 
struck. Weight 114.5 grains. 
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